Summer Summits
#9: Mount Zion
August 10, 2025
Introduction: When God wanted to have a word with his people, he often chose to meet them in
the mountains. There are ten famous mountains in the Bible, and each of them stands as a
monument to God’s covenant love and divine plan. This is no surprise, because throughout
history, humans have often seen mountains as ““thin spaces” between heaven and earth. By
making some summer summits together, we can meet God in the mountains and remember his
pinnacle promises.
Then King Solomon summoned into his presence at Jerusalem the elders of Israel, all the heads of the tribes and the
chiefs of the Israelite families, to bring up the ark of the LORD’s covenant from Zion, the City of David. / Kings 8:1 NIV
The moon will be dismayed, the sun ashamed; for the LORD Almighty will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and
before its elders—with great glory. Isaiah 24:23 NIV

8In that day,” declares the LORD, “I will gather the lame; I will assemble the exiles and those I have brought to grief.
I will make the lame my remnant, those driven away a strong nation. The LORD will rule over them in Mount Zion from
that day and forever. 3As for you, watchtower of the flock, stronghold of Daughter Zion, the former dominion will be
restored to you; kingship will come to Daughter Jerusalem.”  Micah 4:6-8 NIV

’In the last days the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established as the highest of the mountains; it will be
exalted above the hills, and all nations will stream to it. *Many peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the
mountain of the LORD, to the temple of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.”
The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. “He will judge between the nations and will settle
disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will
not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore. Isaiah 2:2-4 NIV

'He has founded his city on the holy mountain. *The LORD loves the gates of Zion more than all the other dwellings of
Jacob... °The LORD will write in the register of the peoples: “This one was born in Zion.” ’As they make music they will
sing, “All my fountains are in you.” Psalms 87:1-2, 6-7 NIV

Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and victorious,
lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. '°T will take away the chariots from Ephraim and the
warhorses from Jerusalem, and the battle bow will be broken. He will proclaim peace to the nations. His rule will extend
from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. Zechariah 9:9-10 NIV

2But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. You have come to thousands
upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, *to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You
have come to God, the Judge of all, to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, **to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant,
and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. Hebrews 12:22-24 NIV
4As you come to him, the living Stone —rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious to him— 3you also, like
living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ. ®For in Scripture it says: “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one
who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” [ Peter 2:4-6 NIV
Then I looked, and there before me was the Lamb, standing on Mount Zion, ... Revelation 14:1a NIV
I. Summer Summits
A. Throughout Scripture and Christian tradition, mountains are portrayed as holy places.
B. Mountains are understood as “thin spaces” where the veil between heaven and earth is lucid.
C. Climbing peaks symbolizes spiritual ascents into God’s presence, power, and purpose.
D. Itis possible to tell the entire story of the Bible by moving from A to Z, Ararat to Zion.
II. Mount Zion
A. In Scripture, Zion is a physical, geographical reality that represents God’s presence on Earth.
B. In Scripture, Zion is also a metaphorical, eschatological reality that represents God'’s
immediate and permanent presence with his people.
C. All of the covenant crescents, A-Z, are summarized in Mount Zion, which is the symbol of
hope that God will make all things new.
D. Mount Zion teaches us about God’s love fulfilled in the life, death, resurrection, and coming
again of Jesus Christ.

Conclusion: To meet God at the summit is to be transformed for his glory.



