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Summer Summits 
#3: Mount Sinai 
June 29, 2025 

Introduction: When God wanted to have a word with his people, he often chose to meet 
them in the mountains. There are ten famous mountains in the Bible, and each of 
them stands as a monument to God’s covenant love and divine plan. This is no 
surprise, because throughout history, humans have often seen mountains as “thin 
places” between heaven and earth. By making some summer summits together, 
we can meet God in the mountains and remember his pinnacle promises. 

1 On the first day of the third month after the Israelites left Egypt—on that very day—
they came to the Desert of Sinai. 2 After they set out from Rephidim, they entered the Desert 
of Sinai, and Israel camped there in the desert in front of the mountain. 3 Then Moses went up 
to God, and the Lord called to him from the mountain and said, “This is what you are to say to 
the descendants of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: 4 ‘You yourselves have 
seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5 
Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my 
treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you will be for me a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.” 7 So Moses 
went back and summoned the elders of the people and set before them all the words the Lord 
had commanded him to speak. 8 The people all responded together, “We will do everything 
the Lord has said.” So Moses brought their answer back to the Lord. 

Exodus 19:1–8 NIV 
18 When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the 

mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance 19 and said to Moses, 
“Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we will die.” 20 
Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so that the fear of God 
will be with you to keep you from sinning.” 21 The people remained at a distance, while 
Moses approached the thick darkness where God was. 22 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Tell 
the Israelites this: ‘You have seen for yourselves that I have spoken to you from heaven: 23 Do 
not make any gods to be alongside me; do not make for yourselves gods of silver or gods of 
gold.         Exodus 20:18–23 NIV 

I. Summer Summits 
A. Throughout Scripture and Christian tradition, mountains are portrayed as holy places. 
B. Mountains are broadly understood as “thin spaces” where the veil between heaven 

and earth becomes nearly lucid. 
C. Climbing peaks symbolizes spiritual ascents into God’s presence, power, and purpose. 
D. It is possible to tell the entire story of the Bible by moving from A to Z, Ararat to Zion. 

II. Mount Sinai 
A. Sinai marks a shift in God’s covenantal approach, from one person to an entire people. 
B. At Sinai, the covenant moved from promise to partnership and Israel was called to 

respond. 
C. Moses serves as mediator because the people refuse to ascend the mountain. 
D. The God of Sinai doesn’t stay distant; He comes down to live with His people. 
E. Jesus fulfills and completes the work that began at Mount Sinai. 

Conclusion: To meet God at the summit is to be transformed for his glory. 


