Your God is Too Small
#6: Higher God
March 30, 2025

Introduction: God's people have tended often to reduce God to some predictable and

controllable entity, particularly in seasons of prosperity. This pattern is obvious in
Scripture, and even in history, but we are less likely to recognize it in our own times
and places. We can know that we have been shrinking God whenever we realize
that we have been enlarging everything else. By hearing afresh God's own
statements in the Bible about just how tremendous he really is, we can begin to
see just how small everything else is by comparison.

¥ “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares
the Lord. ? “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your
ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. '° As the rain and the snow come down from
heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish,
so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, '' so is my word that goes out
from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and
achieve the purpose for which I sent it.
Isaiah 55:8—11 (NIV)
31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are
really my disciples. ** Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
John 8:31-32 (NIV)
1% these are the things God has revealed to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all
things, even the deep things of God. '' For who knows a person’s thoughts except their
own spirit within them? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the
Spirit of God. '* What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is
from God, so that we may understand what God has freely given us.
1 Corinthians 2:10-12 (NIV)
Your God is Too Small
A. Whenever we make God too small, we make other things too big.
B. We have ensmalled God when we have enlarged everything else.
C. When we lose perspective, we lose faith.
D. There are a very few accounts in Scripture of God having defined himself, and
each of them identifies God as tremendous in comparison to anything else.
Higher God
A. God invites his people to experience a good life. (Is. 55:1-3)
B. That good life requires forsaking their thoughts and ways to embrace God's
higher ways. (Is. 55:6-9)
C. The evidence of a good life according to God's ways grows slowly but endures
forever. (Is. 55:10-13)
D. A core question of the Biblical story: Will humans trust God's higher way, or
insist on their own?
E. Jesus calls us to follow His teachings (His ways), and only then will we
experience a truth that truly sets us free. (Jn 8:31-32)

Conclusion: When we know how big God is, we see how small everything else is.



